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committed using a computer or computer networks as the primary method of 
commission. Examples of cybercrime include the following:

•• network intrusions

•• dissemination of computer viruses, 
malicious code, botnets, and various 
email scams such as phishing

•• denial-of-service attacks

•• identity theft

•• stalking

•• bullying

•• fraud

•• theft of service

•• online gambling

•• trade secret theft

•• securities fraud

•• child pornography

This list of cybercrimes reveals a controversy as to whether the offenses rep-
resent unique and different types of crime. Consider that decades ago, several of 
these crimes (e.g., network intrusions, dissemination of malicious code, viruses, 
botnets, phishing, denial-of-service attacks) were nonexistent, given lesser tech-
nology that was available. Overall, these crimes fail to neatly fit in a typology of 
violent and property crime. Yet it appears that some cybercrime refers to a dif-
ferent method used to commit violent crimes (e.g., bullying, stalking), property 
crimes (e.g., identity theft), and white-collar crimes (e.g., securities fraud). Clearly, 
there is some overlap, as even the FBI releases statistics on what it refers to as 
“white-collar cybercrime.”27 Additional overlap is found between cybercrime and 
terrorism because some incidents of the latter are being committed using com-
puters. In time, greater clarity defining the boundaries of cybercrime will emerge.

Terrorism
Terrorism is a crime that receives a great deal of attention in the public 

and in academic studies.28 Though a variety of definitions of terrorism are used 
by different agencies and groups, in recent years, it generally includes these characteristics:

•• It is committed by subnational or extremist clandestine groups that may or may not 
include groups in the United States.

•• It is premeditated.

•• Targets are noncombatants.

•• Acts have the purpose of influencing an audience.

•• Acts tend to be cross-national (international vs. domestic terrorism).

•• Acts generally seek political, social, or economic change.

Though public awareness has increased since the 9/11 attacks, terrorism has a long his-
tory in the United States. A relatively recent act of domestic terrorism was the 1995 bombing 
of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. Several domestic terrorists were 
responsible for this deadly bombing. The two most widely known were Timothy McVeigh 
and Terry Nichols. Lesser known were accomplices Michael and Lori Fortier. Michael Fortier 
was McVeigh’s army roommate. All of these individuals were sympathizers of the American 
Militia Movement and self-proclaimed survivalists. They were especially incensed because 
they believed that the government was infringing on their right to bear arms. In addition, 
these individuals were enraged about past government actions at Ruby Ridge and Waco.

McVeigh was responsible for actually detonating the ammonium nitrate fertilizer–based 
bomb at the Murrah Federal Building. He parked a van, which hid the 4,800-pound bomb, in a 
loading zone and detonated it using a 5-minute and a 2-minute fuse. Nichols built the bomb. 
The Fortiers were considered accomplices given their knowledge of the attack as well as their 
assistance in the planning. As a result of these actions culminating in the blast on April 19, 1995, 
680 people were injured and 168 people lost their lives. Nineteen of those killed were under age 
6, as a day care center operated in the building.

McVeigh was tried and found guilty on 11 counts of murder and conspiracy. He was sen-
tenced to death and executed on June 11, 2001. Nichols also was found guilty and ultimately 
sentenced to 161 consecutive life terms without the possibility of parole. Michael Fortier was 
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violent crime, white-collar crime is 

committed more by men than women. 

Why is that? Are women just less likely 

to commit criminal acts? Or do they 

generally have less access to ways of 

committing white-collar crimes? What 

do you think?
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cybercrime: A form of 
illegal activity using a 

computer or computer 
networks as the primary 
method of commission. 
Examples of cybercrime 

include network intrusions, 
dissemination of computer 

viruses, and phishing.

terrorism: The completed 
or threatened use of 

coercion and/or violence 
against a population of 
people with the goal of 

changing political, religious, 
or ideological positions.
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